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Historical introduction. The origin of the Sort judicial party

Spain’s organisation into judicial parties — akin to legal jurisdictions — evolved
in parallel with the country’s territorial division. The first use of the term
“parties” dates to the sixteenth century and referred to an intermediate
territorial entity linked to taxation. In the last phase of the former regime, the
territory was divided into “corregiments” — country subdivisions for royal
administrative purposes. Pallars Sobira depended on the Talarn-based
corregiment. Within this area, the administration of justice was divided between
the “corregidor”, which had jurisdiction over the territory, although only
exercised this power in the city where he lived and five around it, and the
mayors, who had the same role in their municipalities, becoming the first
instance of ordinary jurisdiction®.

In the 19th century, the judicial organogram of the former absolutist regime was
abolished. The Cortes of Cadiz ratified national sovereignty and the principle of
the division of state powers, between the legislative, executive and judicial
branches. Prior to that, in 1811, jurisdictional lordships had been incorporated
into the nation, paving the way for the abolition of feudal lordships and the
implementation of unified law throughout the territory.

After the adoption of the Constitution in 1812, a new judicial institution was put
into place, organised around the Supreme Court, the territorial courts and the
judges of the judicial party. The judicial parties were regulated by Title V, article
237 of the Constitution: “Proportionally equal parties shall be established, and
at the head of each party there shall be a Trial Judge, with a corresponding
Court”. In this way, the former primarily fiscal parties also became vested with
judicial powers.

Judicial parties had to deal with civil and criminal lawsuits, except for less
serious cases, which fell within the mayors’ remit. At the same time, territorial
rationalisation schemes were drawn up. The aim was for the law to be
implemented more immediately, by choosing as capital of the party the town
which “for its neighbourhood, proportions and other circumstances is most
suitable for it”. This regulation set up a judicial party per every five thousand
residents. The implementation of the judicial parties was complex because there
was no homogeneous territorial division in the country, so the judicial
organisation evolved in parallel with the territorial division of Spain and did not
conclude until 1833, when the country was divided into provinces.

After the death of Ferran VII in 1834, a map of judicial parties was established
based on the provinces that been delimited a few months earlier. This division
was used as an electoral constituency in the next elections, in the General Courts
of the Kingdom. The decree signed on 21 April 1834 in Aranjuez by Queen
Regent Maria Cristina delimited 451 judicial parties. In the province of Lleida,
the parties of Balaguer, Cervera, Lleida, Seu d'Urgell, Solsona, Sort, Talarn (with
headquarters in Tremp) and Vielha were created. The Sort party included the
current region of Pallars Sobira plus the villages of the Vall Fosca.

1 PEREZ JUAN, José Antonio (2020), “La organizacién de la justicia en Espafia
durante la primera mitad del siglo XX” in Amnis, Revue d’études des sociétés et
cultures contemporaines, num. 19.



In his book “Sort y Comarca Noguera Pallaresa” (1906), Agusti Coy y Cotonat,
a military chaplain in the Spanish army from Sort, talks about the establishment
of the Sort judicial party, “According to Moner, Sort has been capital of the
judicial party of the same name since 1835; however, it seems to have been so
since 1825. (...). The area of the district of Sort is 1,695 kilometres, with

15,126 inhabitants and it is made up of 36 Town Councils (...) as well as the
villages added to them”2. The first judges were the same ones that had been in
office during Spanish absolutism. The mayors living in the party capital towns
were provisionally appointed as Judges of First Instance. However, the
intention was to have a lawyer at the head of the judicial party to deprive the
mayors of any judicial power.

Prisons as punishment spaces. The Sort prisons

Gradually, especially after the enactment of the Penal Code in 1848, deprivation
of liberty was introduced as a punishment for committing criminal acts.
Consequently, closely linked to the court of first instance, the party prison,
where those tried by the court were incarcerated, took on a leading role, as it
was used for examinations of evidence, attending trials and serving sentences.
Imprisonment thus had a dual function, preventive and punitive.

Historically, there were prisons in all the towns of a certain entity as a municipal
dependency, more often integrated within the council building itself. After the
implementation of the judicial parties, civil governors ensured that a space was
provided as a prison for each of the parties’ headquarters. It was also intended
to end the common departments that housed men and women together.

In 1849, the Prisons Act was enacted, which established that prisoners were to
be maintained by all the persons of the judicial party. Running expenses and
staff costs began to be borne by the State. The law, in addition to decreeing the
separation of men and women, stipulated that a department for minors should
be set up, one for political prisoners and another for serving longer sentences
and for custodial prisoners.

The first references of the Sort prison appear in the work of Agusti Coy y
Cotonat when he talks about the chapel of Sant Eloi:

“Before it was called San Cosme y San Damian. On 5 January 1820, the
Town Council appealed to the Prelate to authorise a priest to review and
reconcile the chapel of Saint Eloy, which had been desecrated by troops
and turned into a prison in the previous war.

This was favourably approved by Bishop Bernardo, according to a decree
inserted in the Book of Decrees. On 21 September, it was reconciled by
the parish priest of Bastide. It was restored for a few years, but it was
desecrated

2COY COTONAT, Agustin (1906), Sort y Comarca Noguera Pallaresa. Barcelona:
Imprenta y Litografia de la Viuda de José Cunill, p. 590.



again; it served for some time as a Latin school and was finally turned
into a Party jail. Its interior construction was of Romanesque style, like
the old parish.”3

Thus, it seems that the chapel of Sant Cosme i Sant Damia, located in Placa Sant
Eloi, began to be used in a stable way as a prison in the early twentieth century
after it was seized from the church to become property of the Town Council. We
can also assume that it was probably used as a prison, as Coy and Cotonat
himself details, during the nineteenth-century wars: the Peninsular War and the
Carlist Wars. There is no documentary evidence that women were imprisoned
here in this period.

During the 20th century, the person in charge of the prisons was the “agutzil”, a
judicial officer attached to the Court of First Instance of Sort. During the Second
Spanish Republic, this role was filled by Maties Rafel Simorra. After the
Francoist forces arrived in Sort in 1938, Rafel was investigated and accused of
being a member of the Catalan Republican Centre and a Popular Front4 voter.
He was also persecuted by the Political Responsibilities Tribunal, which in 1939
opened a case into him under the Political Responsibilities Act of 9 February
19395. This court imposed economic sanctions on all those who had participated
in politics between 1934 and the end of the Civil War. In practice, these
sanctions were fines and expropriations of property and businesses.

Finally, the Official State Gazette of 6 January 1941 ordered the definitive
removal of Maties Rafel from his position as a result of the investigation that
had been conducted into him. In January of the same year, Moisés Cervos
Llinas, President of the Regional Commission of Disabled Veterans, a lawyer
and who had been an accidental judge before and after the Civil War, appointed
Joan Ricart Orteu de Tirvia as agutzil given his status as a disabled veteran,
which gave him preference for public administration roles. Ricart earned 250
pesetas per month. The role does not seem to have been awarded in the
established manner, as no public tender was announced®. Years later, the role
was awarded to a retired civil guard, Francisco Losada Carita. Losada, who came
from a family of carabiniers, was married to Consuelo Bufala Ralla d’Esterri
d’Aneu. Consuelo’s father, Casimiro Bufala, had been the president of the
Republican Left of Catalonia in Esterri during the years of the Second Republic?.
The couple had two sons, Julio and Casimiro, who fought in the Republican
Army.

3COY COTONAT, Agustin, op. cit., p. 624.

4 Arxiu Comarcal del Pallars Sobira (ACPS) [Pallars Sobira Regional Archive]. Sort Town
Council. Correspondence. Year 1938.

s MIR, Conxita — CORRETGE, Fabia — FARRE, Judit — SAGUES, Joan (1997),

Repressio economica i franquisme: L’actuacié del Tribunal de Responsabilitats Politiques
a la provincia de Lleida. Barcelona: Publicacions de ’Abadia de Montserrat,

p. 411.

6 ACPS. Sort Town Council. Correspondence. Year 1941.

7Centro Documental de la Memoria Histérica (CDMH) [Documental Centre of the
Historical Memory]. DNSD. Secretariat, file, Bo110377.



Francisco Losada himself was trialled in an expedited summary court-martial
together with residents of Sant Esteve de la Sarga and was ultimately acquitted?.

The Sort women’s prison. From the Spanish Civil War to the Second

World War

The women’s prison was located in a building adjacent to the men’s prison, in
the same Placa Sant Eloi. It was a small dwelling owned by Agusti Muxi
Monroset, Sort’s® attending physician. Records of entries and exits from the
prison have been kept from 16 August 1938 to 17 November 1953. It is a single
register where both men and women are recorded?©.
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Sort Prison Prisoner Record. Year 1938. © ACPS. Sort Town Council. Sort Prison.

Between September 1938 and the end of 1939, the women listed in the following
table were imprisoned. All of them were held at the disposition of the military
authorities, either to testify, to be transferred to Tremp to be tried or to be
evacuated from the region to other parts of Spain.

Name Town/City Date Reason

Josefina Tofet Alejandre Santurtzi (Biscaia) 02/09/1938 | Alleged spy

Pilar Vilanova Mesull 07/09/1938 | Military judge disposition
Josefina Mesull Balar 07/09/1938 | Military judge disposition
Maria Villar Berros Sort 23/09/1938 | Civil Guard Headquarters
Rosita Canut Bringué Unarre 25/09/1938 | Military judge

Pepita Canut Bringué Unarre 25/09/1938 | Military judge

Lluisa Semino Pagés Rodés 27/09/1938 | Driven to Tremp

8 Tribunal Militar Territorial Tercero (TMTT) [Third Territorial Military Court]. Expedited

Summary Proceeding No. 107.
9 Agusti Muxi Monroset (Sort, 1891—1972), was the second generation of doctors in the
family after taking over from his father Agusti Muxi Badet, originally from Solsona,
who also practised in Sort in the early twentieth century.
10 ACPS. Sort Town Council. Sort Judicial Party Prison.




Maria Tomasa Carrera Rodés 27/09/1938 | Driven to Tremp

Pilar Francesca Tomas Llessui 28/09/1938 | Driven to Tremp
Leonor Torres Francesca Llessui 28/09/1938 | Evacuated

Elena Faurat Carrera Llessui 28/09/1938 | Evacuated

Adriana Llaras Viladomat Llessui 28/09/1938 | Evacuated

Elvira Trilla Ampuy Llessui 28/09/1938 | Evacuated

Leonor Garcia Jordana Llessui 28/09/1938 | Evacuated

Aurelia Brach Peramea 29/09/1938

Dolores Birbe Peramea 29/09/1938

Dolores Ampuy Portella Llessui 10/10/1938 | Evacuated with 4 minors
Dolores Rabasa Llinas Llagunes 10/10/1938 | Evacuated

Teresita Muntaner 10/10/1938 | Evacuated

Maria Ramoneda Boll6 Puigforniu 10/10/1938 | Evacuated

Pilar Escur Plana Llessui 03/11/1938 | Evacuated

Concepci6 Barba Semino Altron 03/11/1938 | Evacuated

Emilia Farré Barba 03/11/1938 | Evacuated

Angeles Farré Barba 03/11/1938 | Evacuated

Dolores Torres Barrot Balaguer 04/11/1938 | Evacuated with 3 minors
Magdalena Barba Semino Castellviny 04/11/1938 | Evacuated with 1 minor
Josefina Farré Barba Castellviny 04/11/1938 | Evacuated

Teresa Toha Jové Tirvia 04/11/1938 | Evacuated

Maria Camps Bardina Arestui 04/11/1938 | Evacuated

Herminia La Bastida 05/11/1938

Dolores La Bastida 05/11/1938

Francisca La Bastida 05/11/1938

Rosa Ramoneda La Bastida 05/11/1938 | Evacuated

Maria La Bastida 05/11/1938

Merce Segalas La Bastida 05/11/1938

Maria Raimat Sort 15/11/1938 | Civil Guard Disposition
Adelina Farré Sort 15/11/1938 | Civil Guard Disposition
Assumpci6 Farré Sort 15/11/1938 | Civil Guard Disposition
Ramona Farré Sort 15/11/1938 | Civil Guard Disposition
Concepci6 Sans Caselles Malmercat 15/11/1938

Maria Pau Gali Olp 15/11/1938 | Evacuated

Montserrat Rei Pau Sort 15/11/1938 | Evacuated

Maria Pedrico 10/06/1939

Consuelo Esquerra Carrera Mencui 14/06/1939

Matilde Areny Babot 03/07/1939

Milagros Areny Babot 03/07/1939

Maria Castella Bringué Esterri de Cardos 12/07/1939

Maria Palau Palau 26/07/1939

Elvira 26/07/1939

Maria Moga Castellarnau Esterri d’Aneu 11/08/1939 | Military judge
Concepcid Sibis

Coinciding with the arrival of the Francoist army in Sort, in 1938, a relentless
repressive policy was enacted to charge the people who had played a role in
defending the Republic by integrating the anti-fascist committees and the
councils. Some of the women imprisoned between September and November
1938 are there to be trialled by the military authorities. This repression mirrored
the indiscriminate violence perpetrated by the men of General Sagardia, who
murdered some seventy people in the region without a trial*2.

11 Antonio Sagardia Ramos (Saragossa, 1879—Madrid, 1962) has gone down in the history of
the Pallars Sobira as the cold-blooded orderer of some seventy murders without prior trial.



Lluisa Semino Pages and Maria Tomasa Carrera from Rodés and Maria Moga
from Esterri d’Aneu entered the women’s prison on 27 September 1938. Lluisa
Semino (Perpinya, 1886) and Maria Tomasa (1902) together with the former’s
brother, Francesc Semino Pages (Perpinya, 1889), were trialled in a court-
martial that sentenced them to 12 years and 1 day of temporary imprisonment 3.
The sentence was subsequently commuted, and they were released4. In spite of
this, in 1944 they were looked into for political responsibilities?s although, in the
end, it seems that this case was not fully investigated.

Maria Moga Castellarnau (Esterri d’Aneu, 1912) was tried in an expedited
summary proceeding involving fifteen Esterri residents. Maria was sentenced to
12 years and 1 day in prison’®. The sentence was subsequently commuted by half
to 6 years and one day in prison'’. Imprisoned in the Provincial Prison of Lleida,
in 1941 she obtained conditional release and went back to live in Esterri d'Aneu.
One of Maria’s brothers, Pere, was also tried in a court-martial, which was
eventually filed as they were unable to arrest him!®. Pere, a tradesman, was
accused of being “very red”, a member of the National Confederation of Labour
(CNT), of having participated in surveillance patrols as a militia and of
threatening the right-wing people of the municipality®.

Pilar Francesca Tomas (Llessui, 1894), imprisoned on 28 September, was tried
in two court-martials. The first, where her brother Manuel was also tried
(Llessui, 1902), acquitted her, while Manuel was sentenced to 12 years’ and 1
day of ordinary imprisonment2°, accused of being a member of the Republican
Left of Catalonia2'. In the second, she was charged with fourteen other people
from Llessui, including her brother Manuel again, and the proceeding was
filed22. In the early 1940s, the Francesca Tomas siblings were investigated for
Political Responsibilities. Manuel was investigated in 194123 while Pilar’s24
investigation ended up not going ahead.

At the end of the war, he wrote the book Del Alto Ebro a las Fuentes del Llobregat.
Trenta y dos meses de guerra de la 62 Division” recounting his experience leading the
military unit. He was appointed inspector of the Armed Police and in this position
accompanied the then Minister of Government, Ramon Serrano Sufier, on his visit to
Berlin (Germany) in September 1940 to interview Heinrich Himmler, among other
Nazi leaders. He also accompanied Himmler during his visit to Spain in October of the
same year.

12 CREUS, Jordi — GIMENO, Manuel (2004), “Els 67 del Pallars” in Sapiens, num. 25.
B3TMTT. Expedited Summary Proceeding No. 828.

14 Archivo General Militar de Guadalajara (AGMG) [Guadalajara General Military
Archive]. CCEP. Boxes 300750 and 300751, files 75635 (Lluisa), 75700 (Maria) and
75634 (Francesc).

15 Boletin Oficial de Lérida (BOP) [Lérida Official Gazette], 29-4-1944, p. 206.

16 TMTT. Expedited Summary Proceeding No. 1449.

17 AGMG. CCEP. Box 300749, file 75289.

IBTMTT. Expedited Summary Proceeding No. 412.

19 Archivo Histoérico Nacional (AHN) [National Historical Archive]. General Cause.
Lligall 1466. Box 2, file 37.

20TMTT. Expedited Summary Proceeding No. 227.

21 AHN. General Cause. Lligall 1466. Box 3, file 45. In the end, Manuel’s sentence was
commuted. AGMG. CCEP. Lligall 300747, file 75072.

22TMTT. Expedited Summary Proceeding No. 910.

23 MIR, Conxita — CORRETGE, Fabia — FARRE, Judit — SAGUES, Joan (1997), op. cit.,

p. 410.



Adriana Llaras Viladomat, from Llessui, who was also imprisoned on 28
September, although she appears to have been “evacuated”, was also a victim of
Francoist repression and was tried at the same court-martials as Pilar
Francesca. In the first trial she was acquitted, and the second trial was
dismissed.

A second group of women were imprisoned to be subsequently evacuated to
other parts of Spain. After the occupation of the region, the military authorities
decided that family members of people who had fought with the Republican
Army, fled in exile or were imprisoned, should be removed from Pallars. This
repressive policy was intended to displace from the area those who were
considered to be a danger to public order. In 1938, numerous families in the
region had to go through this painful displacement, which involved leaving their
home and their belongings behind. Mostly, they were mothers accompanied by
their underage children. The military vehicles picked them up at various points
in the region, then took them to Sort from where they were transferred to their
final destination. The majority went to the province of Osca, where they were
spread among several towns, including Tormos, Alcala de Gurrea, Lupifien,
Ortilla and Montmesa.

This is what happened to the Rey Pau family from Casa “Roy” in Castellviny.
Maria Pau Gali*s and her young children Enric, Alfons, Montserrat and Victor
were evacuated to Tormos. The father had fled to Andorra and their three other
sons were fighting in the Republican army. As Enric Rey recalls, along with
other people from Sort, including the family of Casa Teixidor (Maria Raimat and
her daughters Adelina, Assumpci6é and Ramona), they were summoned by the
mayor to the main square, from where they were forced to board military trucks
and driven to the Aragonese town. Some families from Rialp were already
travelling in the convoy and others were picked up in Gerri de la Sal and Tremp.
The Rey—Pau family was in Tormos from May 1938 to January 1939. They slept
for seventeen days on a cement floor with just two blankets to keep the five
members of the family warm and dry. They were then taken to some old
barracks that years before had served to house the workers who built the
Sotonera swamp. They lived on aid provided by Auxilio Social, the main welfare
service in Francoist Spain.

In November 1938, something happened which changed the lives of the “Roy”
and the “Teixidors” in Tormos forever. On the night of 3-4 November, the
soldiers’ guard located on the Bastida suspension bridge was attacked. As a
result of this attack, General Sagardia is said to have proclaimed “I will shoot
ten Catalans for each dead man on my watch”. According to historian Manuel
Gimeno and as confirmed by prison records, that same day residents of Surp, la
Bastida, Escas, Altron, Bernui and Llessui were arrested, among them six
women from La Bastida. 11 people were taken to Rialp and murdered in a
building called “Molina de Josepet”2°. The repression not only affected the
neighbours of Pallars Sobira, the “Roy” from Castellviny and the “Teixidor” from
Sort were brought

24 BOP. 29-4-1944, p. 206.

25 Maria Pau Gali, born in Rialp, was the sister of Francesc Pau Gali, who was
assassinated by Francoist troops in the Guixera de Sort in May 1938 and buried
together with 10 Rialp residents and 8 from Escal6 in the cemetery of Montardit.

26 GIMENO, Manuel (1987), Revolucidé, guerra i repressié al Pallars (1936-1939).
Barcelona: Publicacions de I’Abadia de Montserrat, p. 77-80.



from Tormos to Sort to be interrogated for the events of the Bastida. They were
held at the prison and sent back to Aragon a few days later. Enric Rey recalls
that he and his two younger brothers, Alfons and Victor, slept in the men’s
prison while his mother and sister Montserrat slept in the women’s prison,
which was located next to the men’s27.

Maria Pau Gali, impr}soned in the V\}bitiéhis'pisdn &uih thé_y_réar 1938 and her
husband
Domeénec Rey Isanta. © Familia Rey-Franch.

Most of the other women evacuees had family members who were also fighting
in the Republican army or who had joined the anti-Fascist councils and
committees before the arrival of the Francoist troops in the region. Among those
who were part of the Republican army, it is noteworthy that Pilar Vilanova
Mesull had a brother, Emili, who fought with the Cos de Carrabiners and
another brother, Marcel-li, who was charged in a court-martial together with
other young men from Enviny28. Elena Faurat, from Llessui, also had two
brothers, Manuel and Angel, who were Republican fighters. The two went into
exile accompanied by Manuel’s wife and were interned in prison camps. Manuel
in Agde, from where he applied to become a refugee in Mexico2% and Angel in
Barcares. Another brother, Francis, was investigated by the Court of Political
Responsibilities3© in 1939.

Josep Ramoneda Boll6, Maria Ramoneda’s brother, also fought in the
Republican ranks3!, as did Josep Castella Bringué, brother of Maria Castella,
who was tried in 1938 by a military court accused of defeatism32.

For their part, sisters Rosita and Pepita Canut Bringué from Unarre had a
brother, Antoni, who was arrested by the Francoist troops and sentenced to
thirty

27 Interview with Enric Rey Pau. 21-9-2021.

28TMTT. Expedited Summary Proceeding No. 2049.

29

https://memoricamexico.gob.mx/swb/memorica/Cedula?old=KXMbr28 BKx7cnKFK9g
_ni

30 MIR, Conxita — CORRETGE, Fabia — FARRE, Judit — SAGUES, Joan (1997), op. cit.,

p. 411.

31 Diari Oficial de la Generalitat de Catalunya (DOGC) [Official Gazette of the Government
of Catalonia], 1938, num. 61, p. 874.

32 AHN. General Cause. Ligall 1637, file 45.



Years’ imprisonment in an expedited summary court-martial33 accused of being
a city councillor for the Republican Left34. Josep Trilla Ampuy (Llessui, 1904),
brother of Elvira Trilla, who had been mayor of Llessui for the Republican Left
of Catalonia, was tried in a court-martial and sentenced to 30 years in prisons3s.
Years later his sentence was commuted3®. Antonio Barba Semino, brother of
Concepcid Barba from Casa Pona d’Altron and of Magdadena Barba, married to
Serafina de Castellviny, was part of Sorpe’s3” Anti-Fascist Committee. A brother
of Dolores Torres Barrot, Andrés, was a member of the Unified Socialist Party of
Catalonia (PSUC) of Balaguerss.

Refugee women during the Second World War

The Sort women’s prison played its biggest role from 1939 onwards, after the
outbreak of the Second World War. Between 1939 and 1944, thousands of
people crossed the Pyrenees from France in the direction of the Iberian
Peninsula, fleeing Nazi persecution or to join the Allied forces in North Africa or
England. It is estimated that 60,000 were arrested for illegally crossing the
border. These prisoners were initially held at judicial party prisons before being
transferred to an internment centre based on their age or nationality39.

Most of those detained were French men wanting to join the army that General
De Gaulle had organised in North Africa to fight against the Axis troops, as well
as young men fleeing Compulsory Work Service (STO), which was the forced
deportation of French workers of military age to Germany starting from spring
1943. The second group in terms of numerical importance was Jewish people
fleeing Nazi persecution in Germany and the occupied countries. Allied aviation
pilots who had been shot down on the war front made up another large
contingent and, to a lesser extent, there were demobilised soldiers from Nazi-
occupied countries (Poland, Belgium and the Netherlands), as well as politicians
from these countries who were trying to set up governments in exile from Great
Britain (Poland) or from their colonies (Belgium).

Josep Calvet’s previous research has shown that some 2,660 foreigners, of at
least 25 different nationalities, who had been detained by the Civil Guard at the
Val d’Aran4°® and the Pallars Sobira border crossings, passed through Sort
prison. The most numerous contingents arrived in Alos

33TMTT. Expedited Summary Proceeding No. 30996.

34 AHN. General Cause. Lligall 1466. Box 3, file 59.

35 TMTT. Expedited Summary Proceeding No. 227.

36 AGMG. CCEP. Box 300957, file 102517.

37 AHN. General Cause. Lligall 1466. Box 2, file 37.

38 AHN. General Cause. Lligall 1466. Box 1, file 13.

39 CALVET, Josep (2008), Les muntanyes de la llibertat. Barcelona: L’Avenc.

40 The detainees were to be taken to the city of Lleida. Given that at that time the
construction of the Vielha tunnel had not been completed (it was inaugurated in 1948),
the road route between the Aran valley and the city of Lleida passed through the Port de
la Bonaigua mountain pass with a stopover scheduled in Sort, taking advantage of the
fact that there was a prison.



D’Isil and Tavascan through the mountain roads that connect Pallars Sobira
with the French department of Arieége and to a lesser extent to Alins coming
from the Principality of Andorra. These detainees were accused of clandestine
border crossing and in some cases of currency smuggling. They were
consequently taken to a prison as government detainees at the disposition of the
Civil Governor of the province of Lleida.

Among those imprisoned in Sort were 161 women, who were held in the small
room in Placa Sant Eloi (see the list in Annex 1). These women were almost all of
Jewish origin and came from Germany, Austria and Nazi-occupied countries
(Poland, Germany, Austria, Belgium, Holland, France...). They would arrive in
Spain with their husbands and children seeking refuge before moving on to
America usually (South America and the United States) or to the then British
Mandate for Palestine. It should be noted that some gave false names and
nationalities in order to hide their Jewish identity, fearing that the Spanish
authorities would deport them to French territory 4.

The treatment of refugees who were transferred to Sort varied from time to
time, particularly with regard to Jewish families. Their protection and welfare
was at the hands of consular representatives in Barcelona who, as a general rule,
did not have an active attitude in looking after prisoners and ensuring they had
adequate food during the time they were held at Sort. Nor did they often make
effective arrangements to prevent them from being transferred to other prisons
in Lleida, Barcelona or the Miranda de Ebro concentration camp (Burgos).

The conditions at Sort prison were very pitiful and they were given meagre
amounts of food to sustain them. The food given to foreigners held at the
prisons was provided by the Town Council, which had assigned a two-peseta aid
for each detainee taken from different town funds. At other times, such as at the
beginning of 1943, the council hired a cook who made a ranch for the prisoners.
However, as some of those imprisoned had money or even clothing or various
utensils to exchange, many were able to make up for the measly provisions.
Likewise, the residents of Placa Sant Eloi pitched in to help the prisoners and
were also willing, despite the hardship of the times, to help those most in need.

As for the women’s prison specifically, this did not even provide the most
minimum living conditions: it had no ventilation, no running water or a place to
do the necessities and wash. The reports that the Sort Town Council sent to the
Civil Governor of the province of Lleida in 1944 are quite eloquent. In a
document dated 4 February of that year, the Town Council lists a series of data
on the characteristics and ownership of the women’s prison42:

41 Between 1941 and 1942, there were numerous documented cases of detainees on
Spanish territory being returned to France by the Civil Guard. Some of these people
even ended up being deported to concentration camps in Poland.

42 ACPS. Sort Town Council. Correspondence. Year 1944.



Building owner: Mr. Agustin Muxi Monroset.

Rooms or departments: One room.

Cells: None.

Approximate inmate capacity: Two.

Ventilation, patios: The room is ventilated by a window. There is no patio.
Cooking service: Done the same way as with men, bringing hot food from the inn
or by a person in charge.

Toilets and sinks: None.

Building security: Poor.

Accommodates extension: No.

A new report dated 19 April offers a more detailed description of the women’s
prison43:

MUNICIPAL PARTY WOMEN’S PRISON

Municipality: Sort. Judicial Party: Sort

Nature: Constructable urban property.

Surface measurement: 14 square metres.

Location: Plaza de San Eloy number 6.

Borders: On the right, with Antonio Tarragona. On the left and back with
Antonio Senallé.

Purpose of the building within the realm of penitentiary services: Municipal
party women’s prison

Building owner: Mr. Agustin Muxi Monroset.

Rooms or departments: One room.

Cells: None.

Approximate inmate capacity: Two.

Ventilation, patios: The room is ventilated by a window. There is no patio.
Toilets and sinks: None.

Accommodates extension: No.

Despite these subpar conditions, foreign women were held at the prison until at
least the end of 1942. This was recalled by Henri Birnbaum (Berlin, 1921—
Barcelona, 2004), who arrived in Sort on 26 November 1942 as part of a convoy
of a hundred people detained in Pallars Sobira after crossing the French border.
He had to spend the night on his feet due to lack of space at the men’s prison, “I
still remember that the Sort prison was a square room, without windows, with a
few toilets or rather a place where we did our needs in front of everyone” while
“the women who were in my group were not locked in this prison and spent the
night in a tiny space located next to the prison” 44.

The first women fleeing the Second World War to enter Sort prison were
Dutchwoman Bloome Weening and her daughters Helene and Lizzy. Her
husband Salomon went to the men’s prison. The Weening family lived in

43 ACPS. Sort Town Council. Correspondence. Year 1944.
44 Interview with Henri Birnbaum, 26-3-2004.



Antwerp from where they escaped in 1940 to seek refuge in Montréjeau (Haute-
Garonne, France). In May 1942 they were taken to Aulus-les-Bains (Ariege),
where the Vichy government concentrated around 600 Jews in a progression
regime. On 13 November, two days after the occupation of Vichy France by the
Nazi army, they escaped in the direction of Spain.

Bloome Weening imprisoned in Sort Women’s Prison. © Betty Zomerplaag.

On 16 November, the Weenings arrived in Sort. From Sort they were able to go
to Vigo from where they arrived at the intermediation of the Dutch Embassy and
left for Jamaica on 19 January 1943. Subsequently, they went to Canada where
Salomon enlisted in the Dutch troops of the Canadian army and was sent to
England to fight in Europe as a sergeant. In January 1945 he was wounded and
was left disabled after being operated on. At the end of the Second World War,
the family settled in New York (United States).

Image of the Weening family. Bloome and her daughters Helene and Lizzy were
imprisoned in the Sort women's prison. © Weening family.



On 9 December, Laure Henle and her 8-month-old son Claude were admitted.
Hans Henle, Laure’s husband and Claude’s father, was imprisoned in the men’s
prison. The family had been arrested in Tavascan where they had arrived from
Aulus-les-Bains after going to great lengths to complete the journey with the
help of Jeanne Rogalle, a young woman from Aulus-les-Bains who took them to
the border between Spain and France. Meta Weiler, Laure’s mother, was also in
the group and had an accident during the descent to Tavascan. Rescued by the
Civil Guard, she arrived in Sort two days later. The Henles came from Belgium
and had taken refuge in the south of France, fleeing Nazi persecution. Claude
was born in Saint-Gaudens (Haute-Garonne). Hans was transferred to the
Miranda de Ebro concentration camp while the two women and the child were
able to go to Madrid.

Claude Henle and her mother Laure photographed in Madrid after their passage
through the Sort women’s prison. © Claude Henle.

In March 1944, a few months after Hans was released, the family embarked
from Lisbon with the Serpa Pinto steamer, which took them to Philadelphia
(United States) and subsequently headed to Canada, where they had obtained
entry visas45. The Henles settled in Canada permanently. Claude is currently a
happy retiree residing in the city of Toronto. In 2002, sixty years on, Henle
returned to Aulus-les-Bains to meet up with Jeanne Rogalle, the person who
had saved his family. Jeanne Rogalle (Aulus-les-Bains, 1921-2015) was awarded
the title of Righteous Among the Nations by the Israeli government, an honorific
for non-Jews who helped Jewish people escape the Holocaust. The French
government awarded her one of its highest distinctions, the Legion of Honour.

45 CALVET, Josep (2014), Huyendo del Holocausto. Lleida: Editorial Milenio, pp. 236-
238,
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Claude Henle with Jeanne Rogalle n Geeral Michel Roquejeoffre. Aulus-les-
Bains, 10/7/2004. © Josep Calvet.

On the same day the Henles were imprisoned, Henna Moskowitz (1909), from
Poland, was also admitted. She had been arrested in Tavascan along with her
husband Szija (1903). On the 14th they left Sort and Szija was interned in the
Miranda de Ebro concentration camp while Henna was sent to Madrid. After
Szija’s release, the couple managed to leave for England in February 1943.

Austrian sisters Sara (1903) and Nechama Melzer (1923) arrived at the Sort
women’s prison on 11 December 1942, after having been arrested in Tavascan.
Years earlier, they had fled the growing anti-Semitism in Austria after the
country was annexed by Nazi Germany in 1938. They took refuge in Brussels
where they worked as secretaries and translators. After the occupation of
Belgium by the Nazi army, they fled to France, settling in the department of
Haute-Garonne.

Sara and Nechama Melzer, imprisoned in the Sort women’s prison in December
1942. © Guillaume Ané.

There they were arrested and taken to the Gurs prison camp. They then lived in
Luchon, Salies-du-Salat and Bruguieres (Haute-Garonne) until they were
assigned to a guarded residence in the small village of Aulus-les-Bains in April
1942. After a raid by the gendarmerie at the end of August 1942, they



hid in a cabin in the forest, before fleeing towards Pallars Sobira on 10
December of that year with the help of a guide. A few hours after their
departure, they were arrested by the Tavascan Civil Guard and taken to Sort.
Upon leaving Sort they went to Madrid, staying at the Hotel Mora located on
Paseo del Prado until 25 January 1944, when they embarked on the Nyassa
steamer to the British Mandate for Palestine4.

Mathilde Arendt-Arnetti (1904) and her 3-year-old daughter Danielle, German,
were admitted on 11 December after having been arrested the day before in
Tavascan. Her husband, Edgard (1902), was imprisoned in the men’s prison.
Edgard had previously been interned in the French concentration camp at Gurs.
The family had also been residing in Aulus-les-Bains. Upon leaving Sort, Edgard
was transferred to the Miranda de Ebro concentration camp, while his wife and
daughter remained in Madrid under the care of the Jewish charity American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee4” until May 1943, when they left for
Portugal and from there to the United States, where they settled definitively48.
Polish sisters Itta (1922) and Dora (1924) Strykowska also came from Aulus-les-
Bains. After leaving Sort they went to Madrid. It is unclear when they left Spain.

Sheet on the Strykowsa sisters in the archives of the American Joint Distribution
Committee. © American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Archives.

On 19 December, Elisa Bovy and her daughter Jeanne Petré, who were from
Belgium, entered the prison. The family — the two women, plus Florent, the
father, and René, the second son — had fled Belgium on 10 May 1940 after the
German occupation of the country and settled in Bagneres de Luchon (Haute-
Garonne). Although they were not Jewish, on 11 November 1942, coinciding
with the German occupation of free France, they decided to cross to Spain
through the Eth Portilhon mountain pass. They were arrested in

46 CALVET, Josep (2014), op. cit., pp. 241-243.

47, The American Joint Distribution Committee was established in 1914 to assist
Palestinian Jews caught in the throes of the First World War. The committee continued
its work after the end of WW1, supporting Jewish people living in the former Austro-
Hungarian empire, and at the outbreak of the Second World War, it took on an
extraordinary role, helping Jewish people residing in Germany and Austria flee and
later on helping those who had been trapped in Nazi-occupied Europe. At the end of
1941 it set up a delegation in Barcelona led by brothers Samuel and Joel Sequerra who
stealthily managed to protect Jews arriving in Spain and even collaborate with the
evasion networks that were responsible for rescuing those who were still hiding in the
south of France.

48 (2019), Aulus-les-Bains. 1942-1943. Assignation et solidarités. Aulus-les-Bains:
Association Mémoire et Histoire vivante d’Aulus-les-Bains, p.71.



Bossost and taken to the police barracks in Les to be handed over to the
Germans at the Pont de Rei border post. Luckily, the German military did not
understand Spanish, and the commissioner did not know German either, so
they were returned to Les, where they lived in a hostel for a few weeks thanks to
a small supply of gold pieces which they had been living off for two years in
France. After leaving Sort, they went to Madrid and later to Portugal, from
where they managed to reach the Belgian Congo. At the end of the war, they
returned to Belgium. Elisa died in 19855 while Jeanne, an art historian and
archaeologist, died in 1960 in a car accident49.

Perla Kapelman entered Sort on 23 December 1942. Born on 20 May 1922 in
Poland, her parents emigrated to France, settling in Paris. Her father was
Moroccan, and they lived on Rue Meaux in the 19th arrondissement of the
French capital5°. At the outbreak of the Second World War, the father enlisted
as a volunteer with the French army. After the capitulation and signing of the
Franco-German armistice, the family was trapped in Paris. On 16 and 17 July
1942, the biggest raid and mass arrest of Jews ever in France took place, known
as the Vélodrome d’Hiver Roundup. It was called this because many of those
arrested were initially detained at the velodrome located in the fifteenth
arrondissement of Paris. In total, 12,884 Jews, 4,051 children, 5,802 women
and 3,031 men were arrested. The conditions of this round-up were particularly
severe as families were separated, many of whom were never reunited again.
After the arrest, the prisoners were taken to camps in Drancy, Beaune-la-
Rolande and Pithiviers, before being deported to extermination camps in
Eastern Europe.

On the night of July 15-16, Perla slept at a neighbour’s house and was thus able
to escape the raid. Upon returning home, she found her apartment empty and
that all her relatives had been arrested. A few days later, Perla escaped from
Paris by crossing the free zone, which was then under the administration of the
government headed by Marshal Petain. In November 1942, after the occupation
of free France by the German army, she decided to flee France. With a Belgian
friend and with the help of a guide, she crossed the Pyrenees arriving in the Val
d’Aran. There she was arrested and imprisoned in Vielha and a few days later
sent to Sort, where she arrived on December 23 spending the night in the
women’s prison. The next day she was driven to Lleida and then to Barcelona.
Once in the Mediterranean city, she was kept under the protection of the
American Joint, until on 18 January 1944 she became part of the first expedition
of Jewish refugees to cross the Mediterranean from the Iberian Peninsula to the
British Mandate for Palestine. After eight days of crossing, she reached the port
of Haifa.

Helene Luftig, born in Grybow (Poland) in 1922, also arrived in Sort along with
Perla Kapelman. Her family was living in Antwerp (Belgium) when the Second
World War broke out. There they ran two leather shops. Months later, they
settled in France. The father was arrested and died as he was deported to
Auschwitz extermination camp. Helene decided to flee to Spain. She did so from
Luchon, accompanied by a group of allied airmen. Arrested in Bossost,

49 Interview with René Petré. 13/10/2001.
50 CALVET, Josep (2014), op. cit., pp. 100-101.



she passed through Vielha prison and was later transferred to Sort. From Sort
she was sent to Lleida and then to Barcelona, where she lived under the care of
the American Joint. Months later she returned to Val d’Aran to marry Josep
Nart Subira (Vielha, 1906-1991), a jailer at Vielha prison whom she had met
during her stay in the Aranese prison. The news of the marriage crossed the
borders of the Aran and was even heard of at Sort, as remembered years later by
Ms. Paquita Farré Betriu of Hotel Pessets5t. It seems that Helene worked with
Nart as an interpreter between him and the foreigners imprisoned in Vielha52 at
that time. Helene left the Val d’Aran and in 1946 returned to Belgium for some
time. She then lived in Israel before settling permanently in Barcelona until her
death in 2010.

L7

Tomb of Helene Luftig in the ewish pecinct of the Collserola cemetery in Barcelona.
© Josep Calvet.

Also on 23 December, Ukrainian women Ester Goldman (1906) and Irene
Goldman (1930) were imprisoned. They were mother and daughter, and the
father, Lejzer, was held at the men’s prison. The family lived in France where
Lejzer worked as a photographer. From Sort they went to Barcelona under the
care of the American Joint until two years later, on 15 March, they were able to
emigrate to Canada. They set sail from Lisbon with the ship Serpa Pinto, which
took them to Philadelphia, and then settled in Toronto. The Wittekind family
(Arthur, Rosa and Edgard) also settled in Canada,

51 Interview with Paquita Farré Betriu. Sort, 17-3-2001.

52 Nart was tried in a court-martial on charges of appropriating money from foreign
prisoners incarcerated in Vielha prison. The money was confiscated when he entered
the prison but was not returned when the prisoners left Vielha. CALVET, Josep (2008),
op. cit., p. 80.



who arrived in Sort from the Val d’Aran on the same day, 23 December 1942.

On the same day, Dora Kanner, born in Vienna (Austria) on 25 May 1923, and
her seven-month-old son Henri Alex, also arrived in Sort. They’d been driven
from Vielha together with her husband Joseph (Czehova, Poland, 1908). Henri
Alex had been born in Luchon after his parents had taken refuge in the southern
French town. On Christmas Day, the family was driven to Lleida. Joseph was
locked up in the prison set up at the Old Seminary. Upon discovering this, Dora
went to the Civil Government head office to learn about her husband’s situation.
Alberto Poveda, the official in charge of refugee affairs, saw her and years later
he recalled the moment he spoke to her, “she arrived poorly dressed, with a
baby in her arms, wrapped in a thick wool shawl. (...). She was dejected, not
fully understanding what she should do and what her destiny would be.”53
Joseph was fortunately released, and his family was able to settle in Barcelona
until they obtained a visa to travel to Canada in March. They took up residence
in Montreal. Henri Alex studied acting and became a well-known actor and
director. He starred in films such as Reach For Glory (1962), The Amorous
Adventures of Moll Flanders (1965), Crossplot (1969) along with Roger Moore
and Connecting Rooms (1970) with Bette Davis and Michael Redgrave. In his
last film, Nightfall (1988), he narrates the life of Isaac Asimov. He was also well
known for his appearance on the television series The Prisoner. Dora Kanner
died in Toronto in 1995 while Henri Alex died in London in 200354.

Henri Alex Kanner (942-2003). Imprlsoned in the So women’s prison in
December 1942.

This situation changed from 1943, when the American Joint Distribution
Committee reps in Spain began to deal more efficiently with the Jews who had
arrived clandestinely in Catalonia. Under the auspices of the American Joint,
Jewish refugees were protected from being interned in the Sort prisons and
instead were allowed to stay in a hotel in Sort. In those years, Sort had several
hotels

53 POVEDA, Alberto (2004), Paso clandestino. Las otras listas. Madrid: author’s edition,

pp.50-51.
54 CALVET, Josep (2014), op. cit., p. 92-93.



and guest houses, all located on Carrer Major. La Fonda Marti Cases, also
known as Casa Felico, was owned by Marti Cases. La Fonda Burrella, owned by
Bonaventura Cotonat until his death, at which point his wife Teresa Blasi
Roquet took over. Hostal Toni was owned by Josep Arnau Llisé and the Hotel
Pessets was run by Josep Farré Rafel.

There is documentary evidence that Samuel Sequerra, an American Joint
representative in Barcelona, liaised with the owners of the Hotel Pessets and the
Fonda Marti Casas at least.

PESSETS Hotel-Cafe 4 1 57

_ (Jose FARRE RAFEL)
Sort (Lerida)

File on the Hotel Pessets in the American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
Archives.

Invoice for the stay of Jewish refugees at the establishment Fonda Marti Cases
addressed to Samuel Sequerra, American Joint representative in Barcelona. ©
Familia Cases-José.

In May 1944 there is a record of a young Jewish woman, Fanny Gewlirz, staying
at the Fonda Marti Cases, who wrote a letter from Sort to her sister in Palestine.
The sisters, who were born in the German city of Karlsruhe, had been separated
five years earlier in Strasbourg. Rachel got visas to emigrate to the then British
Mandate for Palestine, while Fanny hid in different parts of France until she was
able to move to Spain. This document — the letter was not delivered to its
addressee and was



returned to the owners of the inn — has made it possible to piece together
Fanny’s escape from France with an expedition of 62 people and at the same
time put together the history of the Gewlirz family through Poland, Germany,
France, Spain and Israel5s.

Letter sent by Fanny Gewiirz to her sister Rachel residing in Tel-Aviv. © Familia
Cases-José.

After the Second World War, the prison continued to operate as it had been,
holding prisoners for small property crimes, which were motivated by the
economic difficulties and shortcomings of the first years of Francoism.

In 1952, the budget for maintaining the prisons of Sort was 15,232.71 pesetas,
which were borne by all the municipalities of the judicial party from urban,
rustic and industrial tax contributions. For example, Sort contributed 950
pesetas, Alins 840 pesetas, Torre de Capdella 800 pesetas and Llavorsi 740
pesetas. Losada, the agutzil, made 1,500 pesetas plus an extra pay of 200
pesetas on 18 July and 25 Decembers6. The rent paid to the Town Council
amounted to 365 pesetas while Agusti Muxi was paid 70 pesetas for the
women’s prison building5’.

In 1966, the judicial party of Sort was abolished, leading to the immediate
closure of the two prisons. The men’s prison was transferred to municipal
ownership and used as a warehouse, while the women’s prison was returned to
its owner.

55 CALVET, Josep (2021), Sort-Tel-Aviv. Dues bessones separades pel nazisme. Lleida:
Pages editors.

56 The two payments have their origin during the first Francoism. In 1947,

it was established that workers should receive “on the working day immediately preceding
18 July, the Exaltation of Work holiday, a bonus equivalent to one week’s wages”. Three
years earlier, a Christmas bonus had been approved to compensate for the increased
cost of living over the last few years, a time during which workers had been struggling
to get by.

57 ACPS. Sort Town Council. Judicial Party Prison. Accounting. Years 1948-1952.



Sort prison as a place of memory

In 2000, Sort Town Council converted the old prison into an exhibition space
explaining the role of Sort during the years between the Spanish Civil War and
the Second World War (1936-1945). After several refurbishments and
conservation projects, and after commissioning the museology and
museography projects to the University of Lleida’s History, Heritage and
Documentation Department, in July 2007 the museum “El Cami de la Llibertat.
Un museu de la pau a la frontera” was inaugurated in the former men’s prison.
The museum’s aim is to raise awareness of Sort’s role as a place of refuge for
hundreds of refugees fleeing Nazism and the Second World War.

“Cami de la Llibertat” Prison-Museum. Year 2007. © Josep Calvet.

The museum elements and the contents of the permanent exhibition were
updated in 2014 after the Provincial Council of Lleida launched the project
“Perseguits i Salvats” (Persecuted and Saved) to remember the passage through
the Lleida Pyrenees of thousands of Jews fleeing Nazi persecution in Europe
during the Second World War. At the same time, the exhibition aims to expose
the role of Lleida citizens in helping and supporting people fleeing the horrors of
Nazi-occupied Europe and more than probable death. The Prison-Museum
became the centrepiece of the project and the women’s prison was bestowed an
explanatory plaque.
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“Cami de la Llibertat” Prison-Museum. 2014 © Josep Calvet.

Although the text makes minimal reference to the fact that women were
imprisoned in an adjoining building, the space that had served as the women’s
prison was preserved as it had been after it ceased to be a prison. In 2007, Sort
Town Council signed an agreement with company Posan Cardos, which had
previously acquired the property known as Casa Facercia, which was where the
prisons had been located. Through this deal, the 12.03 m2 space would be
preserved during the demolition of the building in order to guarantee its
conservation as a historical space to be incorporated into the “Cami de la
Llibertat” museum.
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Facade of the space that serve

The interior of the room is in poor condition, so urgent action should be taken to
conserve and consolidate the space. This action should be completed with the
enhancement of the space as a place of memory with its own entity and as a
complement to the museum exhibitions offered to visitors of the “El Cami de la
llibertat” Prison-Museum.



APPENDIX 1. SECOND WORLD WAR REFUGEES IMPRISONED IN THE SORT WOMEN'S PRISON (1942-1944)58

DATE ENTRY DEPAR

NAME NATIONALITY AGE PROFESSIO OF PLACE DATE TURE
N ARREST DATE

GOLDSCHMIDT, ALMA HOL 16/11/1942 16/11/1942
WEENING, LIZZY HOL 16/11/1942 16/11/1942
WEENING, HELENE HOL 16/11/1942 16/11/1942
WEENING, BLOOME DE JONG HOL 16/11/1942 16/11/1942
SNAWADZKA, ZOFIA POL 25 STUDENT ESTERRI 26/11/1942 27/11/1942
VAN GEUNS, DORA HOL 09/12/1942 14/12/1942
MOSKOWICZ, HENA POL 09/12/1942 14/12/1942
HENLE, LAURE BEL 09/12/1942 14/12/1942
WEILER, META BEL 09/12/1942 14/12/1942
ARENDT FIT ARNETTI,
MATHILDE POL 10/12/1942 TAVASCAN 11/12/1942 14/12/1942
ARENDT DIT ARNETTI,
DANIELLE POL 3 10/12/1942 TAVASCAN 11/12/1942 14/12/1942
MELZER, SARA POL 10/12/1942 TAVASCAN 11/12/1942 14/12/1942
MELZER, NEDUSSMEN POL 10/12/1942 TAVASCAN 11/12/1942 14/12/1942
COHN LIEFMAN, BERTHE HOL 13/12/1942 14/12/1942
JONAS, EVA ? 13/12/1942 15/12/1942
ANGEL, TAMAR GRE 10/12/1942 TAVASCAN 13/12/1942 15/12/1942
STRYKOWSKA, DORA POL 13/12/1942 15/12/1942
STRYKOWSKA, YTA POL 13/12/1942 15/12/1942
SAHOMALER, MARIA USA 41 15/12/1942 16/12/1942

58 Compilation based on the Sort prison registry book (Pallars Sobira Regional Archive) and data collected from the funds of the Civil
Government of Lleida (Historical Archive of Lleida), Ministry of the Army (General Military Archive of Avila and General Military Archive of
Guadalajara), Ministry of Foreign Affairs (General Archive of the Administration) and American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee
(American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee Archives).



PETRE BOVY, JEANNE
BUCKNALL, HELENE
BOVY, ELISA
MIERNIK, BASIA
FRANKFORT, THERESE
BLIK, REBECA
THEEBOOM, EVA
BIALSKO, REGINA
GOLMAN, ESTER
GOLMAN, IRENE
LEVY, IVONNE
WITTEKIND, ROSE
SALZMAN, URSULA
ROSSIN WEILL, MARGARITA
SRAULEIER, RACHELA
LUFTIG, HELENE
KAPELMANN, PERLA
VAJURYB, MALA
VAJURYB, ROSE
OGOREK, JENNY
FRIEDE, RAYMONDE
FRIEDE, YDA
KANNER, DORA
SALZER, BELLA

TOEL, ALICE
SCHILLET, RACHELLA
LICHSER, SIMA
LICHSER, HAUNE
SMITH, MARY
COMIEN, ALINE
FRANK, ELKA

BARTH, ANGELA
BONIN, GITA

BEL
ENG
BEL
USA
HOL
HOL
HOL
POL
POL
POL
POL
GER
PAL
USA
ENG
POL
POL
POL
POL
POL
POL
POL
AUS
POL
TXE
POL
POL
POL

FRA
CAN
CAN
POL

12

02/05/1943

ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN

ARAN
ARAN
ARAN

ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN
ARAN

ALOS
ALOS
TAVASCAN

16/12/1942
16/12/1942
19/12/1942
19/12/1942
19/12/1942
19/12/1942
19/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
23/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
29/12/1942
06/04/1943
08/04/1943
08/04/1943
03/05/1943

22/12/1942
22/12/1942
22/12/1942
20/12/1942
20/12/1942
20/12/1942
20/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
24/12/1942
21/01/1943
21/01/1943
31/12/1942
07/04/1943
09/04/1943
09/04/1943
04/05/1943



WOOD, DANIELLE
DUPREZ, ELIANE
LEVSITZ, BASEA
CAZAUX, JEANNE
DELORME, GINETTE
EDUARDS, JEANNE
EDUARDS, VIRGINIA
PATTERSON, PATTY
DELLATTRE, MARIE
KLOESMEYER, CATARINE
MONTAMAT, CARMEN
RESA, INOCENCIA
TRON, LOUISA

OUSET, RENE

LABHAR, JEANE
BURSZTYN, RENEE
BRAJON, NELLY

DENIS, FLORE
DEFAITEUR, SUZY
DEFAITEUR, FRANCINE

ALLEGRA SION, ELEONORE

BASTIN, DESIRE
CHOPIN, PAULETTE
CAUZA, JULIENNE
CAUJOLLE, IVETTE
DANES, JEANE
CUZIN, JEANE
PAULARD, ELENE
EYNAUD, GORGETTE
SURKIS, OLGA
DICHAMP, SUZANNE
MERMIER, IVONNE
DENISE, MICHELLE

ENG
ENG
RUM
FRA
FRA
USA
USA
USA
FRA
HOL
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
BEL
BEL
FRA
BEL
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
HOL
FRA
CAN
FRA
FRA
ENG

10

18

23
38

34
32
39
17

21

43
22

38
36
31
29
21

21

18/08/1943

ALOS
ALOS

ALOS

ARAN
ALOS
ALOS
ALOS
ALOS

TAVASCAN
ALOS
ALOS

ALOS
ALOS
ALOS

04/05/1943
10/05/1943
01/06/1943
01/06/1943
01/06/1943
02/06/1943
02/06/1943
09/06/1943
25/06/1943
08/07/1943
09/07/1943
09/07/1943
12/07/1943
19/07/1943
21/07/1943
26/07/1943
01/08/1943
01/08/1943
01/08/1943
01/08/1943
05/08/1943
10/08/1943
14/08/1943
19/08/1943
27/08/1943
30/08/1943
02/09/1943
02/09/1943
04/09/1943
04/09/1943
09/09/1943
14/09/1943
16/09/1943

05/05/1943
11/05/1943
02/06/1943
02/06/1943
02/06/1943
03/06/1943
03/06/1943
10/06/1943
26/06/1943
09/07/1943
10/07/1943
10/07/1943
13/07/1943
22/07/1943
22/07/1943
29/07/1943
02/08/1943
02/08/1943
02/08/1943
02/08/1943
06/08/1943
11/08/1943
16/08/1943
21/08/1943
30/08/1943
01/09/1943
04/09/1943
04/09/1943
06/09/1943
06/09/1943
10/09/1943
15/09/1943
17/09/1943



LAHANA, SUYANNE MARI
FAURE, JACQUELINE
LABARRE, ANNE MARIE
POUSSUET, MARGARITE
LORIDAN, JOSETTE
MOLISSON, AIME

DUBIN CAMPRON, BERTHE
PIQUARD, SUZANNE
DEDIEU, HUGUETTE LUISE
BOSSART, SIMONE

DEDIEU VIZAVENA, SIMONE
PRADERE, LEA

PRADERE, JANINE
GEBERS, JANNY
COURROUAU, JACQUELINE
DUFFOIR, JOSETTE
DELATTRE ROUNEAU, JEANE
COSTES, LEA

COSTES, MICHELLE
VOGEL, JULIETTE

SIALINO, ANNE
PIQUEMALE, JULIETTE
DUFFOIR, PAULETTE
LAGNEAUD, SIMONE
COVINGTON GORDON, RUHT
GORDON, VIVIAN
PRUVOST, JEANNE
LAMOINE, AGUSTINE
BOTTELANGE, HENRIETTE
BOTTELANGE, HELENE
PIBOUL, GEORGETTE
SCHLOSSBERGER, ELSE
OKLADEK, FREDERICKE

FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
BEL
FRA
ENG
ENG
FRA
FRA
FRA
ITA

FRA
ENG
FRA
ENG
ENG
FRA
BEL
BEL
BEL
FRA
HOL
HOL

38
20
48
21
20
35
30
35
22
30
24
32
10
21
21
11

29
34

23
25
21
26

22
26

28/09/1943
02/10/1943
03/10/1943

05/10/1943
10/12/1943
17/10/1943
07/10/1943
17/10/1943
16/10/1943
16/10/1943

17/11/1943

31/10/1943
26/10/1943
20/10/1943

29/10/1943

20/12/1943

01/02/1944
09/03/1944
09/03/1944

ALOS

ALOS

ALOS
ALOS

20/09/1943
01/10/1943
07/10/1943
07/10/1943
08/10/1943
09/10/1943
11/10/1943
17/10/1943
18/10/1943
18/10/1943
18/10/1943
19/10/1943
19/10/1943
23/10/1943
07/11/1943
07/11/1943
07/11/1943
07/11/1943
07/11/1943
07/11/1943
07/11/1943
07/11/1943
07/11/1943
08/11/1943
15/11/1943
15/11/1943
25/12/1943
05/02/1944
05/02/1944
05/02/1944
05/02/1944
09/03/1944
09/03/1944

21/09/1943
04/10/1943
09/10/1943
09/10/1943
09/10/1943
11/10/1943
13/10/1943
19/10/1943
19/10/1943
19/10/1943
19/10/1943
21/10/1943
21/10/1943
27/10/1943
09/11/1943
08/11/1943
08/11/1943
08/11/1943
08/11/1943
08/11/1943
08/11/1943
08/11/1943
09/11/1943
09/11/1943
29/11/1943
29/11/1943
12/01/1944
09/02/1944
09/02/1944
09/02/1944
09/02/1944
24/03/1944
13/03/1944



FRIEDEL, WEIL
POLAKOV, JOANNA
FEDERMAN, ROMA
SILBERMANN, MARIE
SILBERMANN, IRENE
ROUXEL, PAULINE ODETTE
KATZ, LOUISE
SOKOLOWSKI, RACHEL
SILVAIRE, ISABELLE
LEWIN, FLORA

CALLER, MARIE
GEWURZ, FANNY
SZAMPANIER, CHARLOTTE
FRAENKEL, AMELIE
DELAMARE, SUZANNE
LEIBOVICI, ESTELLE
TRAIMAN, ELENE
SCHIMMEL, SIDONIE
WIJNBERG, BETSY
GERARD, SIMONE JEANE
SCHPILKA, JUDITH
DECOCQ, JOSIANE

JOPP ARONDT, BERTA
COURAUJON, HELENE
GRYNSZPAN, ANNA
BEPMALE, GRABIELLE
BOUBILA, FLORINE
STUD, MARGARITHE
STUD, GENIA

ROBY, EUGENIE
ELSBERG, LIESELOTE
KAPELLNER, CERDA
BEAUCAIRE, JOSEPHINE

HOL
POL
POL
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
POL
HOL
RUS
JUE
JUE
JUE
FRA
POL
POL
POL
HOL
FRA
FRA
FRA
GER
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
FRA
CAN
HOL
HOL
FRA

37

37

18
18
18

24

26
30

37
23
22

ARQUITECTE

11/04/1944

11/05/1944
13/05/1944

15/05/1944
15/05/1944
15/05/1944
15/05/1944

05/06/1944

ALOS

ALOS
ALOS

ALOS
ALOS
ALOS
ALOS

ORGANYA

13/04/1944
15/04/1944
15/04/1944
15/04/1944
15/04/1944
15/04/1944
11/05/1944
11/05/1944
11/05/1944
11/05/1944
13/05/1944
13/05/1944
13/05/1944
13/05/1944
15/05/1944
16/05/1944
16/05/1944
16/05/1944
16/05/1944
18/05/1944
01/06/1944
01/06/1944
05/06/1944
08/06/1944
12/06/1944
12/06/1944
15/06/1944
16/06/1944
16/06/1944
21/06/1944
21/06/1944
21/06/1944
11/07/1944

17/04/1944
17/04/1944
21/04/1944
21/04/1944
21/04/1944
19/04/1944
13/05/1944
13/05/1944
13/05/1944
16/05/1944
16/05/1944
16/05/1944
16/05/1944
16/05/1944
18/05/1944
18/05/1944
18/05/1944
18/05/1944
18/05/1944
19/05/1944
02/06/1944
02/06/1944
12/06/1944
09/06/1944
13/06/1944
13/06/1944
19/06/1944
17/06/1944
17/06/1944
22/06/1944
23/06/1944
23/06/1944
12/07/1944



FRUCHTENRAJCH, HELENE
ROSENBAUM, PAULETTE
LAUDON, CECILE
ROSEMBLUM, LEA

GREEN, VIOLETTE NICOLE
GREEN, MARIE LOUISE
FITZGERALD, COLETTE
FERNANDEZ, LUISE GERMAINE
GIROIX, MARGARITHE
RICHARD, RENEE

FRA
FRA
POL
POL
FRA
FRA
ENG
FRA
FRA
FRA

19
39
37
19

SECRETARIA

17/07/1944
17/07/1944
16/07/1944
16/07/1944

TAVASCAN
TAVASCAN
TAVASCAN
TAVASCAN

20/07/1944
20/07/1944
22/07/1944
22/07/1944
29/07/1944
29/07/1944
08/08/1944
20/08/1944
21/08/1944
21/08/1944

22/07/1944
22/07/1944
24/07/1944
24/07/1944
31/07/1944
31/07/1944
10/08/1944
21/08/1944
22/08/1944
22/08/1944






